t L your

mitts

With so many wash mitts around,
the sponge market has all but

dried up. We test eight products

s we all know, cleaning

& caravan by hand is

a long. laborious job,

50 we're always keen
1o try anything that claims to
speed things up. But can wash
mitts really be better than the
time-honoured sponge?

According to their

fans, mitts offer
two distinct
advantages.
The hand void
inside and
the material
fram which the
mitts are made
give them far
better properties
of water retention

Price £7.99 Tel 08457 626 625
Web www halfords.com

Halfords is playing the high-quality traditional card
with this. Instead of baMling us with science and
talking about microfibres, the chain is
promaoting the fact that this is made from
genuine sheepskin, The first benefit is an
amazing degree of water retention; the
weight increases by almost 7509 after

& birief immersion in water, 16 you won't
e reaching into your bucket often. The
sheepskin is kind to surfaces, too, which
makes particularty well suited for polishing.
Nevertheless, it doesn't wark as well as microfibre,
Verdict Good quality conventional product, but it

lacks cleaning ‘bite!
Rating % érirdr
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than sponges. 50, you can clean
Larger areas witheut having to
bend down to your bucket to wet
your sponge all that often. This
saves time, s well as your back,
Mitts are also supposed to be
better against tough dirt and
stains. Standard synthetic
SpONges are poor in
this respect
because they're
oo thick and
sofft for hand
pressure to be
really effective.
Mitts are
thinner, so it's
possible to
effectively apply
pressure and be able

to scrub. And, in recent ml‘s.

and grime. We nated their

mitts have b
against tough dirt, thanks to the
use of microfibre materials and
gauze scrubbing pads,
Microfibre comprises very fine
strands of synthetic fibre woven
toguether. This composition makes
thie material very effective for
cleaning and highly absorbent.
To decide which was the best
mitt on test, we tried each on din

when dry and wet,
\Nb also weighed each product,
before use and after ten seconds
in a bucket of water, to see how
musch liquid had been absorbed.

In addition to the cleaning
performance of each mitt, we
congidered how securely it stays
on your hand, whether it is
machine washable, and its
walue fg

KENT LADIES" WASH MITT

ACCESSORY REVIEW

MEGUIARS LAMBSWOOL WASH MITT

Price £9.99
Tel 0870 241 6696
Web www.megulars.couk

Cynics might say that this
s simply a differently
coloured version of
Halfords’ sheepskin
mitt, with & new
name and price.
But they'd soon
change their minds.
if they tried it
Although we
cannot think of any
reason why Lsmbswool
should be any more effective

really rivals the microfibee wway dead bugs, 0o,

METRO MICROFIBRE CLEANSING MITT

jowever, men may find this too
rvusg for their comfiort.

But it is in the cleaning
vheere this mitt

mitt is “one for the Ladies’,
least it is according to
he manufactirer. And quite
possibly it is - and not anly
because the pink colous won't
appeal to everybody.

This is a cracking mitt. A glove

sewn onto the back is quite
comfortable and makes this
very easy to use. Meanwhile,
elasticated straps hold the
product firmly in on your hand.

really excels. The microfibre
‘noodles’ have an amazing
grip on dirt and grease,
even if used dry. And for
tackling really tough
marks, there is

a scrubbing gaure on
the rear of the mitt.
Verdict The cleaning
performance is first rate,
and it will be comiy for
all but the beefiest hands.
Rating ### %

v practical

In stock NOW

against dirt than sheepskin,

our tests show that, in this products for dirt-shifting power.
case, it is. In fact, this is the Additionally, a scrubbing gauze
anly conventional mitt that on the rear will help you clear

Unfortunately, the mitt is too
loose and the cuff is extremely
wide, 5 it is difficult to
generate any hand pressure.
Verdict The best non-microfibrg
dirt-shifter in our test.
Rating# + +

Price £3.59
Tel 01488 689 400
Web www.saxonind.couk

This may not win an award for
the best-looking mitt, but it is
a good all-rounder. The secret is
the quality of microfibre used.
Even when dry, the mitt drags
noticeably aver dirt and stains

2 sure sign that it's working.
When wet, its performance is
stunning. Its 56 good, even with
Just plain tap wates, that you'll
probably never bather using
a chemical shampoo again.

Unlike many of the mitts an
test here, this one doesn't have
an abrasive scrubs pad on its rear,
but we didn't miss it as the
matesial bites into dirt and stains
wery well The only slight niggles
are that [t isn't machine washable
and its water retention is poor in
comparison to the others.
Verdict Much better
performance than its appearance
and price would suggest
Rating # % % #
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Accessories

ACCESSORY REVIEW
HALFORDS COTTON WASH MITT KENT SPONGE MITT
Price £3.49 Price £1.49
Tel 08457 626 625 01892 837 070
Web www halfords com o »

This books like a map and works If you have a strong preference

much like one, too, which for the simphe and familiar, such
means that Its water retention a5 a synthetic yellow spange,
properties are phenomenal: you may simply be unable to
when dry it weighed 142g but Imagine cleaning a caravan

after a dunk in the bucket it ‘with anything else at all. In

welghed well over 1kg. The for it The map- that case this is the deaning
water level in the bucket had like strands don't your hand. mitt for you.
gone down noticeably, oo, grip tough dirt and the mitt Werdict The best Essentially, this product is
For general cleaning, this is s too thick for you to apply water retainer here, but its. comprised of two pieces of
a pmgoodall rounder but effective hand pressure to help  din-shifting abdlity is poor. inch-thick, standard sponge
oo challenging ot Itis also faicly tricky to pull ~ Rating #+ 5 sewn together, and although

that may seem bike a cop-out, in
reality it works rather well
Perhaps because of its large
KENT 2-IN-1 WASH MITT surface area, it holds a i
believed. You will know when old stains or grease

are encountered, even if you can’t see them,

because the mitt really drags as it pulls the dirt off

the surface.

The cleaning power of the ‘noodles’is so
impressive that you may never need 1o use the
scrubbing gauze on the rear, This mitt alse
allows speedy cleaning, thanks to
phenomenal water retention which only
slightly trails that of Halfords’ Cotton Wash
Mitt. The very reasonable price is an
added bonus.

Waerdict This mitt gets top marks
. for its cleaning performance at
. a budget price.
Rating + % &+

Tel 01891 837 070

This is a product that gets everything right. The
microfibee noodles simply have to be used to be

suprising amount of water,
When dry, it weighs in at

a barely perceptible 30g.
However, after a beiefl dunk in
a bucket, the weight balloars
to almost 600g.

Anather definite bonus of the
sponge is that it clings 1o your
hand effectively, meaning that
the mitt stays securely in place
despite the fact that it has no
elasticated cuff.

Verdict This is better than
a conventional spange and
It's very low-priced.

Rating # # % ¢

MEGUIARS SUPER-THICK MIC‘iu‘FIBRE WASH MITT

Price {9.95
Tel 0870 241 6696
Web www.megulars.co.uk

cleaning properties? Well, the
microfitire is noticeably gentler
to the touch than the materials
used by Metro and Kent. But
that doesn't keep it from
working just as effectively,
wet o dry, against dirt and
stains in our test. Meguiars
abwicusly intends this to be used
on a long-term basls because it's
machine washable. Our anly

negative comment is the sloppy
fit caused by the wide cuff.
Verdict It's good, but the price is
hard to justify,

Rating #* %

One of the most expensive mitts.
in the group, which is perhaps to
be expected from a premium
brand such as Meguiars. But is
the extra cost all about
paying for a name, or i it
reflective of superior
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